






For most of those of us who live in the vicinity
of the Eastatoee River Valley, the place-name is
merely another quaint reminder of the
Cherokee people who once inhabited the
lands where developments such as The
Reserve and the The Cliffs at Keowee
Vineyards, The Cliffs Springs and The Cliffs
Falls are now established. 

But for the Cherokee, and for early
European settlers to this area, the name
“Eastatoee” represented more than just the
place itself.  The Cherokee word means “Place

of the Green Bird”, and refers to the enchanting and now tragically extinct Conuropsis carolinensis – the Carolina
Parakeet.  This fascinating and magnificent creature once filled the air of these mountains with “the richness of
their plumage, their beautiful mode of flight, and even their screams, [which afforded] welcome intimation that
our darkest forests and most sequestered swamps [were] not destitute of charms”, as John James Audubon (1785-
1851) observed.

The only endemic parrot of North America (once common from the Ohio Valley to the Gulf of Mexico),
this gregarious and intelligent bird was remarkably social, living in vast flocks of hundreds, principally in decidu-
ous forests and along forest edges.  Up to 12” in length, with a wingspan of 20”, the gloriously emerald green par-
rots (with yellow and red heads) possessed a powerful beak, and fed upon the seeds
and fruit of grasses, cypress, maple, elm, etc. They nested (in monogamous pairings)
in the cavities of trees, and  lived about 30 years.  As settlers advanced from the east-
ern seaboard into the heartland, a rapid cultivation of North America took place.
The forest habitat of the birds began to disappear, and their preferred wild foods
were replaced by orchard trees and fields of grain.  The birds quickly adjusted to a
new diet, and came to represent a threat to the tenuous livelihood of local settlers. 

“It eats or destroys almost every kind of fruit
indiscriminately, and on this account is always an
unwelcome visitor to … the farmer.The stacks of grain
put up in the field are resorted to by flocks of these
birds, which frequently cover them so entirely, that they
present to the eye the same effect as if a brilliantly col-
ored carpet had been thrown over them”, notes the pro-
saic Audubon. (Cont’d on Page 2)
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Featured Homes

This gracious, lovingly planned and maintained
lake home is a showcase of refinement and
taste. Superb craftsmanship, custom finishes,
Smart House technology and attention to low-
maintenance detail abound throughout the five
bedroom, 7,600 square feet of living space. This
must see home is truly a dream come true.
Offered at $2,650,000.

Cliffs at Keowee Vineyards




